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No. 55       See our website for the latest news and further information        March/April 2023 

Activities and forthcoming SB events 

SUSTAINABLE BLEWBURY AGM: WED., 19 APRIL, VILLAGE HALL, 8.00 PM 
This AGM is centred around major changes to Sustainable Blewbury. We have taken on two new 
projects: the Blewbury Nature Reserve, a joint project with the owners (Thames Water) at the 
former sewage works north of the village, and the Quaker Wood with the aim of developing a 
woodland for the general public on the former Quaker Burial Ground just outside the village. An 
essential part of the Quaker Wood project is being given and owning its land, and to own land we 
need to be more formally organised – we have chosen to become a charity. 

At our AGM, we will explain what this means and how we need to change our organisation. The 
programme for the evening will be as follows: 

▪ Welcome drink from 7.45pm 

▪ A short talk by Anthony Stiff, landscape architect: “Designing a woodland – first thoughts on 
the Quaker Wood project” 

▪ Sustainable Blewbury AGM, including conversion of SB into a CIO (charity) to be voted on. 
Quick summary of our new constitution (to be ratified). 

BLEWBURY GARDEN MARKET STARTS SAT, 22 APRIL, 9.15 – 11.15 AM AT 
BLEWBURY SERVICE STATION 
We will start the 14th year of our Saturday 
morning Garden Market on Saturday, 22 April. 
For this season the timings are the same as last 
year: 9.15 to 11.15 am. Please bring plants, 
seedlings, produce, home-made bread, pastries 
and preserves, eggs and anything else suitable 
that’s home-grown or home-made.  

This year we plan to take payments either in 
cash or contactless (credit/debit card, etc.). 

You set your own prices. We take just 10% to cover our running costs and you get 90%. If you 
would like more information, or even better to help out, please ring Eric at 07935 232 296 or 
email info@sustainable-blewbury.org.uk. 

Activities and forthcoming SB events 

SB AGM – 19 April  
Blewbury Garden Market starts 22 April 

Repair cafe – 21 May 

Articles and interesting links 

The Big One – 21 to 24 April 
Saving Our Wild Isles 

Antarctic Sea Ice at record low levels 
Why is COP 28 being held in the UAE? 

Have we passed the deadline for 1.5°C? 
Decommissioning old nuclear reactors is expensive and slow 

mailto:info@sustainable-blewbury.org.uk
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OUR NEXT REPAIR CAFE: SUNDAY 21 MAY, VILLAGE HALL, 2.00 – 4.00 PM 
This will be our ninth Repair Cafe, so you might think they are becoming a tried and tested routine 
for the organisers, but this does not happen. I can list the skills we would like to have represented 
at the Cafe: electrical repairs, sharpening, household repairs, mending and altering clothes, bike 
repairs, and most recently an expert in antique/old clocks, as well as people on reception, running 
the cafe (and baking homemade cakes), but I cannot promise to always have all the volunteers 
needed to cover all this. 

As an example, at our last Cafe: neither of the regular sharpeners could be there, there was only 
one household repairer, the lady who usually runs the cafe was away, and the lady who mends 
and alters clothes was abroad. Five people down! 

So, should we cancel at short notice or carry on? I was lucky that time – I contacted other local 
Repair Cafes and asked the Cholsey organiser to ask his volunteers if anyone would help me out. A 
sharpener and a clothes mender volunteered – excellent, except that the clothes mender later 
tested positive for covid! Fortunately, my daughter volunteered to do the clothes mending, and I 
found someone who could be in charge of the cafe but couldn’t start until 2.30, so my 
granddaughter volunteered to help run it. But I had to find the people to make cakes. 

I estimate that after eight Repair Cafes there must be about 200 local people who have had things 
repaired, and have seen that some of the tasks do not require professional skills. Ideally, I’d like a 
list of people I can ask to help occasionally (there’s a maximum of six Blewbury Repair Cafes per 
year).  

Please, if you think you could help, or know someone who is good at sewing or DIY or loves baking 
cakes PLEASE LET ME KNOW. 

 Jo Lakeland 01235 850490, jolakeland@blewbury.uk  

 

ARTICLES AND INTERESTING LINKS 

From 21 to 24 April, Extinction Rebellion (XR) is hosting The Big One. XR is liaising with the police 
to ensure the event will be peaceful, safe, inclusive and family-friendly. This is part of a deliberate 
shift by XR, away from public disruption and sounding the alarm towards building a mass 
movement. There's powerful evidence to suggest that non-violent protest is the most effective 
way of shaping world politics. Do you remember the fall of the Berlin Wall? 

XR says: the hope is for 100,000 people to gather in and around Parliament Square in the biggest 
climate protest ever seen in the UK. This isn't about gluing yourself to anything, throwing paint, 
stopping traffic or disrupting the public. It's about coming together with other people who want a 
world that is fit for generations to come, to get the attention of our elected representatives. The 
Big One is for people who care but don't consider themselves activists. More than a hundred 
other organisations – including anti-racism campaigners, faith groups, Greenpeace, Friends of the 
Earth and NHS workers – will take part too. The streets will be transformed with People’s Pickets 

The Big One’s demands are: 

A citizen-led democracy to end the fossil fuel era. And a fair society that includes reparation. 

 

mailto:jolakeland@blewbury.uk
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outside government departments but also a diverse programme of speakers, performers and 
workshops. There will be art and music, talks from experts, places to listen and engage, and 
activities for the kids.  

I checked The Big One XR website after reading about activities for the kids. There will be an area 
set aside for families and another area for grandparents to go, and this is what decided me to go 
to the first protest I’ve been to in London for over 15 years. This is important. I want to be there 
to support it but know I cannot walk all day! 

XR’s published description of the four days is: 

Come on your own, with friends and family, a community group – or a local XR group. Come when 
you like, leave when you like, and stay for as long as you can. You can ask a steward (hi-viz 
jackets) to show you around and help you find like-minded people. Whatever your plans, come, 
be heard and be counted! 

Every single person makes us collectively more powerful, and makes our voices harder for the 
Government to ignore. Just imagine what thousands of us working together could do. We can 
make this the biggest climate protest ever held in the UK – something that is talked about for 
generations. We can bring about change. We can turn the tide. But first, we need to show up. 

Read more general information on The Big One at: extinctionrebellion.uk/the-big-one and also: 
extinctionrebellion.uk/news. Read about citizen’s assemblies at: tinyurl.com/mtf9fyzh. There is 

more on XR’s view on nature and biodiversity at: tinyurl.com/mr29tkhk. 

Jo Lakeland 

“WILD ISLES” TV SERIES 

David Attenborough’s current TV programmes on nature in the UK (“Wild Isles”) are spectacularly 
filmed. They demonstrate how even the UK can yield exciting nature documentaries, albeit on a 
smaller scale than at more exotic locations. In recent years, David Attenborough’s narratives have 
become much more explicit about how the natural world 
has been hugely damaged by us – including climate change. 

An oddity about the current series is that one of the 
programmes, called “Saving Our Wild Isles” takes a more 
critical view of the situation and what we might do about it. 
This episode is not being broadcast along with the others 
but is freely available for viewing on BBC iPlayer. A Guardian article (link below) by Prof. Dave 
Goulson, professor of biology at the University of Sussex and an expert on bee ecology, says that 
despite the BBC implying that this programme may be too hard-hitting to be broadcast in a more 
normal way, he thinks the programme is not nearly strong enough. Prof. Goulson says: 

“Environmentalists have been saying ‘it is not yet too late’ for a long time. In reality it is already 
too late to avoid much worse damage than we have already seen, and whatever we do now the 
climate crisis will continue to worsen. 

“’Saving Our Wild Isles’ is charming, and perhaps it will inspire a few more people to do more for 
nature, but I was hoping for something different, something that might really wake us up to the 
dismal state of our country. 

“David Attenborough is a hero to many of us, and no one has done more to champion the wonders 
of our natural world. Perhaps he might yet persuade the BBC to commission the hard-hitting, kick-
up-the-arse documentary we really need.” 

Friday 21st – Unite to Survive. Westminster is filled with flags, banners and people. 

Saturday 22nd – Earth Day. An enormous, celebration & family-friendly march for 
biodiversity! 

Sunday 23rd – Running Out of Time! The Big One coexists with the London Marathon. 

Monday 24th – Choose Your Future. Parliament returns, the demand is delivered. 

https://extinctionrebellion.uk/the-big-one/
https://extinctionrebellion.uk/news/
https://tinyurl.com/mtf9fyzh
https://tinyurl.com/mr29tkhk
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Watch the programme at tinyurl.com/2dn6y3v8 and read Prof. Goulson’s article at 
tinyurl.com/ypf9865j to see if you agree. 

My own comments: Stunningly beautiful, of course. Shows some very interesting and impressive 
current projects and how they are improving things. But important issues are missing, e.g. the 
need to reduce meat consumption to lower methane emissions, and the effects of underfunding 
government agencies and programmes, so it could and should have been more critical. But I think 
Prof. Goulson’s attack is too strong and ignores some very good things. This programme should 
have been broadcast on terrestrial TV! Why not? 

 Eric Eisenhandler 

ANTARCTIC SEA ICE AT RECORD LOW LEVELS 
The coverage of sea ice surrounding Antarctica 
peaks in winter with an area of about 18 million 
sq. km in September. This drops to about 
2 million sq. km in February, i.e. late summer. 
Australian scientists have reported that this year 
the amount of floating ice all around Antarctica 
at the end of February was the lowest ever 
recorded, using satellite data that has been 
monitored continuously since 1979. 

In the southern hemisphere summer of 2022, the amount of sea ice dropped to 1.92 million sq. 
km – at that time a record low. But by 12 February 2023, the 2022 record had already been 
broken. The ice kept melting, reaching a new record low of 1.79 million sq. km on 25 February 
2023 and beating the 2022 record by an area double the size of Tasmania. This was the third time 
the record has been broken in the past six years.  

The fate of Antarctica – especially the ice on land – is important because the continent’s land 
holds enough ice to raise sea levels by many metres if it was to melt. (Unlike land ice, melting sea 
ice does not directly raise sea levels because it is already floating on water.)  

However, sea ice is critical because it helps to buffer the effect of storms on ice attached to the 
coast. If it starts to disappear for longer, the increased wave action can weaken huge floating ice 
shelves that stabilise the massive ice sheets and glaciers behind them on the land. 

Two interesting general articles discussing this are at tinyurl.com/3ffmbuuz (Guardian) and 
bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-64649596 (BBC). The underlying research has been 
published in Nature, for example: nature.com/articles/s41467-022-28676-z.pdf. 

 Eric Eisenhandler 

WHY IS COP28 BEING HELD IN THE UAE? 

The next big conference on climate change will be COP28, to be held in the United Arab Emirates 
later this year. The president-designate of this conference will be Sultan Al Jaber, who is also chief 
executive of the UAE national oil company, Adnoc, one of the world’s biggest oil and gas 
producers. See tinyurl.com/2p6ykxvy. 

I was shocked by this! Romain Ioualalen, the global policy manager at the campaign group Oil 
Change International, said: “This is a truly breathtaking conflict of interest and is tantamount to 
putting the head of a tobacco company in charge of negotiating an anti-smoking treaty.”  

In response, Al Jaber has said “The world needs a ‘business mindset’ to tackle the climate crisis”. 
He said he aimed to use the UN talks to set out how the private sector can limit greenhouse gas 
emissions and give businesses and governments a clear set of tasks and targets. “We need a major 
course correction and a massive effort to reignite progress. This cannot be done by governments 
alone. The scale of the problem requires everyone working in solidarity. We need partnerships, not 
polarisation, and we need to approach this with a clear-eyed rationale and executable plan of 
action.” 

https://tinyurl.com/2dn6y3v8
mailto:https://tinyurl.com/ypf9865j
https://tinyurl.com/3ffmbuuz
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-64649596
http://www.nature.com/articles/s41467-022-28676-z.pdf
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2023/feb/03/uae-oil-company-cop28
https://tinyurl.com/2p6ykxvy
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Al Jaber, as well as being the UAE minister for 
industry and advanced technology, is better 
known as chief executive of the UAE national 
oil company, Adnoc, and the founding chief 
executive of its renewable energy company 
Masdar. 

Adnoc is planning a massive expansion of its 
oil and gas production despite known oil and 
gas resources already being more than 
enough to exceed the total global carbon 

budget. See (tinyurl.com/bdz39f6c).  

 Eric Eisenhandler 

HAVE WE PASSED THE DEADLINE FOR 1.5°C? 

The landmark 2015 UN Climate Change Conference in Paris, COP21, declared a target of limiting 
the temperature rise due to climate change to “well below” 2°C compared to pre-industrial levels. 
The agreement called for zero net anthropogenic (man-made) greenhouse-gas emissions to be 
reached during the second half of the 21st century. Also, a strong aspiration to limit the 
temperature increase to 1.5°C, averaged over the globe. However, 1.5°C always looked difficult 
because we were already above 1°C and some regions (e.g. Arctic) much higher. 

Subsequent reports by the IPCC (Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change) indicated that 
there is more of a difference in the severity of the effects produced by the two limits than 
expected, and the main target shifted to try to achieve the less damaging limit of 1.5°C as the 
main goal and to re-visit emission reduction plans in 2022 in order to try to achieve that. 

The graph shows recent levels of CO2 in the 
atmosphere. The level varies through the year, 
peaking in spring, but the trend is still definitely 
rising. There is now about 50% more CO2 than in 
pre-industrial times. Most of the rise has been 
since the late-20th century. (For a full explanation 
of this graph, see gml.noaa.gov/ccgg/trends.) 

Since then, things, seem to have gone backwards, 
due to the Covid-19 pandemic and then the war in 
Ukraine producing chaotic rises in energy prices 
resulting in huge price inflation in many countries 
as well as enormous profits for energy companies. 
In addition, these events have tended to dilute the 
urgent need to deal with the climate emergency. 

Recently, many leading climate scientists have been more openly critical of some of the IPCC’s 
conclusions, saying that the need for international consensus and compromise when agreeing on 
conclusions has meant that some of the effects of climate change might well be more serious 
than the IPCC says. One example was a very weak position on future use of coal at COP26. More 
and more of the scientists say that the other crises have meant that the enormous and urgent 
changes needed to limit the rise to 1.5°C are simply no longer feasible and the deadline has 
passed.  

An example is the requirement to halve greenhouse gas emissions by 2030 that is considered 
necessary to keep below 1.5°C. This looks less and less like happening as emissions continue to 
rise without any convincing sign of beginning to level off. [It’s important to remember that CO2 
remains in the atmosphere for centuries after being emitted, so its effects are cumulative and 
emissions must come down to zero – it is not sufficient to simply stabilise emissions.] 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2023/feb/03/uae-oil-company-cop28
https://tinyurl.com/bdz39f6c
https://gml.noaa.gov/ccgg/trends/
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For example, Prof Jason Lowe OBE, Head of Climate Services at the Met Office has said: “Studies 
indicate that cutting emissions to half of 1990 levels by 2030 are the scale of what is required for 
compliance with the aim of 1.5°C. But even this level of cut only yields around a 50% chance of 
staying at or below the 1.5°C target.”  

Prof. Richard Betts MBE, Head of Climate Impacts Research at the Met Office and the University 
of Exeter has said: “1.5°C warming doesn’t represent a point where sudden changes will be 
initiated in the climate system. Staying below it is a target.” 

Dr. Chris Jones, Met Office Climate Science Fellow, says: “Current policies are not on track to meet 
already-agreed climate targets. The science within [the latest] IPCC report provides all the 
necessary evidence to encourage greater ambition.” And also: “The next round of reports will take 
several years to publish. By that time – at the current rate of emissions – we are likely to have used 
up most of the carbon budget for 1.5°C and missed the rapidly narrowing window of opportunity.”  

These quotes, and more from the Met Office, can be found at: tinyurl.com/4mwet76v. 

More articles about achieving – or not achieving –1.5°C 

“No ‘credible pathway’ to 1.5C limit, UNEP warns”: Note that this UN report is not from the IPCC, 
there is a link to full story at the bottom of this web page: tinyurl.com/3pp66kpb. The actual UN 
emissions gap report can be found here: unep.org/resources/emissions-gap-report-2022. 

“Earth likely to cross critical climate thresholds even if emissions decline, Stanford study finds” 
was the headline on a Guardian article about this report:  
news.stanford.edu/2023/01/30/ai-predicts-global-warming-will-exceed-1-5-degrees-2030s. 

“Meat, dairy and rice production will bust 1.5C climate target, shows study” (Link to Guardian 
article): https://tinyurl.com/mwwxzfmn. 
Link to the actual (and more cautious) Nature Climate Change article “Future warming from 
global food consumption”: nature.com/articles/s41558-023-01605-8. 

Why scientists are using the word scary over the climate crisis (Guardian article by former BBC 
environment analyst Roger Harrabin): tinyurl.com/4ata6xn9. 

 Eric Eisenhandler 

DECOMMISSIONING OLD NUCLEAR REACTORS IS EXPENSIVE AND SLOW 

Many people, including the government, believe that our future electricity generation system 
should include nuclear reactors, especially for generating electricity during periods of low wind 
and solar generation. Although nuclear power generates electricity in a carbon-free way, this 
ignores other operations required by nuclear reactors.  

Fuel production: Mining of uranium, which has to be purified from a very low yield and then 
enriched so it contains enough of the isotope uranium-235, is not a clean process and would have 
to be done differently.  
Waste disposal: While a reactor is generating 
nominally carbon-free electricity, it also creates 
nuclear waste and despite decades of discussion the 
UK still does not have its promised underground long-
term storage facility for long-lived radioactive waste.  
Decommissioning: Finally, after operating for several 
decades, old nuclear reactors must be dismantled and 
cleaned up, a long, difficult process that somehow 
would have to be done with no carbon emissions. 
Every time I see an article on this general subject, the 
cost seems to have risen enormously. 

In addition to the reactors themselves, buildings have to be dismantled and demolished, the 
nuclear waste must be managed and disposed of and the land restored and made safe. 

Hinkley Point B AG: shut down August 2022 

https://tinyurl.com/4mwet76v
https://tinyurl.com/3pp66kpb
https://www.unep.org/resources/emissions-gap-report-2022
https://news.stanford.edu/2023/01/30/ai-predicts-global-warming-will-exceed-1-5-degrees-2030s/
https://tinyurl.com/mwwxzfmn
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41558-023-01605-8
https://tinyurl.com/4ata6xn9
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At present, the UK’s first generation of 11 Magnox reactors are still being decommissioned. This 
will take decades and the estimated cost keeps rising. 

Our second generation of seven AGR reactors are now mostly switched off, and after 2028 they 
will all be off. Decommissioning is again estimated to take decades. The plan probably doesn’t 
include making the process zero carbon. 

Finally, and not to be forgotten, there is the site at Sellafield (said to be the most complex nuclear 
site in the world), which in addition to perhaps 80% of the UK’s radioactive waste houses more 
than 140 tonnes of plutonium that could potentially be used to build a huge number of nuclear 
weapons. Cleaning up Sellafield is now estimated to cost roughly £110 Bn.  

A Guardian article entitled “UK’s nuclear waste cleanup operation could cost £260 Bn” discusses 
the entire task for all of the UK’s current and retired reactors as well as Sellafield. It is at: 
tinyurl.com/345t8b83. Another article under the headline “UK nuclear power stations’ 
decommissioning cost soars to £23.5 Bn” covers only our seven AGR reactors, now either retired 
or about to be: tinyurl.com/3cjbh39v. 

 Eric Eisenhandler 

* * * * 

The Sustainable Blewbury Newsletter is written and edited by Eric Eisenhandler & Jo Lakeland 

Opinions expressed are our own. 

We would be delighted to include more articles written by YOU in this newsletter. 

We have a wide-ranging and expanding programme of activities in and around the village. 
Participating is fun and can make positive contributions to village life and to our local  

environment as well as assisting in the fight against global climate change. 

If you’d like to get involved, or to receive this free Newsletter, email us at  
info@sustainable-blewbury.org.uk or phone Jane at 01235 850341. 

https://tinyurl.com/345t8b83
https://tinyurl.com/3cjbh39v
mailto:info@sustainable-blewbury.org.uk

