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Sustainable Blewbury news
Annual village leaves clearance, 3rd December
For the second year we turned this chore into an enjoyable family event.
We had a very big turnout – more than 50 people gave their time and
effort to clear the footpaths of slippery, wet leaves quickly and efficiently.
Many of the children wore leaf crowns made earlier in the afternoon at
the school. After we finished, The Blueberry offered hot drinks and juice
to go with a wonderful array of home-made cakes as a reward. Some of
the 90 bags of leaves will be used to make leaf mould for mulching at our
permaculture orchard garden and elsewhere, and the rest will go to
Agrivert to be made into compost. However, we need someone with a
large trailer to take about 60 bags of leaves to Agrivert at Benson on a weekday – if you can help,
please contact us at info@sustainable-blewbury.org.uk or phone 850558.
We’d like to thank The Blueberry for their warm hospitality in sponsoring this event; everyone who
made and donated the delicious cakes; David Hollick, Glen Meadows and James Morgan for
collecting all the bags of leaves; Becky Costello and Blewbury Primary School for getting the children
interested and involved; and the Parish Council and the PTA for support.

Thermal imaging
Every winter we borrow a thermal imaging camera from the Vale of White Horse District Council in
order to help anyone who wants to improve their home’s insulation. It’s a double win – for the
climate and for your bills. We can also check the effectiveness of any insulation improvements that
you have made – below are two pairs of before and after images. The left-hand pair shows the effect
of putting a very heavy curtain behind a window, the right-hand pair the dramatic effect of internal
wall insulation and double-glazing. We’ll have the camera during January – if you are interested in
having a survey, contact us at info@sustainable-blewbury.org.uk or phone 850558. This is a free
service offered by volunteers from Sustainable Blewbury.

Blewbury Garden Market
We often have some bread and cakes at the Post Office on Saturday mornings. All week there’s jam,
honey and occasional produce, e.g. Jerusalem artichokes from our Permaculture Orchard Garden.

Hedge-laying
Work has started to lay the hedge along Pound
Furlong Lane, the footpath connecting Cow Lane
and Rubble Pit Lane (which leads up to the Chalk
Pit). When that is completed we will move to the
last stage of completing the hedges around Tickers
Folly. The ‘window’ for hedge laying is November
to March to avoid disturbance to nesting birds,
and that means our work is often disrupted by the
weather – but we have every hope of completing
our programme before the start of spring.
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The group of hedge-layers is now about ten strong, equipped with saws, axes and billhooks provided
by Sustainable Blewbury. In competition hedge-laying many points are awarded for the appearance
of the hedge, the quality of the cutting and so forth, but the real test is of how well and strongly the
hedges grow after laying. Hedges laid so far by our group do well on all points and we seem to have
reached a good level of craftsmanship already. Anyone who would like to join the group should
contact either Alex Musson (ahmusson@gmail.com) or John Ogden (jogden@blewbury.net).

Future talks
A talk on the effects of climate change in Africa, by Catherine Long, will be organised early in the
New Year. Catherine has worked for NGOs in different parts of Africa for many years, and this talk
should be very interesting, following on from Eric’s talk about the effects of climate change globally.
We also plan to follow on from the talk on otters in 2016 with another speaker from the Environment
Agency, probably on river restoration or the work of Water Aid.

Interesting web links
§ The government has been very quiet about
fracking recently. For example, its new ‘Clean
Growth Strategy’ on energy planning to meet
low-carbon targets doesn’t mention fracking at
all. Recent research has shown that although
there is natural gas in the shale, the geology
might make it too difficult and expensive to
extract large quantities. (The photo shows a UK
fracking site.) See: bit.ly/2v3VMLr (Guardian),
bit.ly/2kbzfsB (Telegraph) and/or bit.ly/2BObVIF
(Ecologist).
§ Renewable electricity sources such as wind and solar have been getting less expensive, and are
now competitive with fossil-fuel generation. However, the intermittent nature of wind and solar
doesn’t always match well with overall electricity demand. To solve that problem, energy from
peak generation should be stored for use when it’s needed. Two new facilities are pioneering the
way to do just that.
The Clay Hill solar farm, near Flitwick, Bedfordshire, opened in September and is the first UK solar
farm to be built without any government subsidies. To make it viable, this 10 MW solar farm has a
bank of batteries that can supply 6 MW. See bit.ly/2wiXf1F.
In South Australia, the Hornsdale wind farm is now connected to the world’s largest lithium-ion
battery array, built in just two months by Tesla. The batteries, which can supply up to 100 MW,
will help solve the state’s power shortage problems, especially during summer peak loads. See
bit.ly/2zFUOrE.
§ The Vale of White Horse is one of the UK’s top districts for recycling, but
have you ever wondered what happens to the plastics that you put in
your green bin? About two-thirds of the UK’s plastic for recycling is
shipped overseas rather than being processed here, and by far the largest
amount goes to China. But China recently announced that it will stop
imports of ‘foreign garbage’ from early next year, saying that imported
recycling material is contaminated with lots of dirty or even hazardous wastes. China’s new rules
will have demanding standards for industrial scrap and a total ban on plastics from household
recycling. The UK is very short of capacity to recycle plastics, so some of the plastic may have to
be put in landfill or incinerated rather than recycled if we don’t increase our own recycling
capacity. See bit.ly/2B0s5lk (Greenpeace) and bit.ly/2B8GtZ7 (Guardian).

Sustainable Blewbury activities in 2017
By Jo Lakeland and Eric Eisenhandler
This is a brief summary of what we have been doing this year. If you are interested in any of our
activities or have any questions, contact us at info@sustainable-blewbury.org.uk. There is much
more information on our website.
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Village events
Community Orchard village picnic: This
event in June, to open the orchard, was very
successful. The Blewbury Learner Band
played, the Blewbury Primary School PTA
ran a barbecue, the Pre-school had children
flying kites, and there was welly-wanging,
tug-of-war, story-telling, pond dipping, a
cake stall and a local ale and cider bar at the
Blewbury Wagon. Many people – too many
to thank individually – helped out in a wide variety of ways to make the picnic work so well.
Autumn leaf clearance: This is described on page 1.
Santa visits Style Acre tea room: On 9 December, Father Christmas was pulled by hand in Blewbury’s
restored Berkshire wagon from its display barn at Orchard Dene around the village to the Style Acre
tea room at Savages. The Blewbury Brass Band was playing when it arrived, and parents had the
opportunity to enjoy mulled wine and mince pies while they waited for Santa to give out presents to
the children. The event was to publicise and raise money for the work done by Style Acre for people
with learning disabilities. The wagon was restored under Sustainable Blewbury auspices.

Talks
‘Emulating nature’s genius’ – Prof. George Jeronimidis: This fascinating talk explained biomimetics,
which uses ideas based on how nature solves engineering and materials problems to find sustainable
ways for us to do things. Examples include how shark skin inspired the designers of the Airbus
airliners, or burrs led to the invention of Velcro. Special thanks to Anita Rendel, who arranged this
talk and others that we have had and are planning.
‘Climate change: growing elephant, shrinking room’ – Prof. Eric Eisenhandler: Eric’s talk explained
climate change and its effects. Then he covered renewable energy, including recent progress in using
intermittent energy sources (wind and solar) in efficient and effective ways, and ended by
summarising the UK situation. (The slides are available on our website.)

Projects
Permaculture Orchard Garden: We are turning
a former downland paddock on Woodway Road
into an attractive source of perennial fruit and
vegetables, some of them unusual. The project
is organised by Eric and Claire Eisenhandler. It
already produces an expanding range of soft
fruit, rhubarb and artichokes (both globe and
Jerusalem), and the two dozen or so fruit trees
are just beginning to produce crops. Produce is
available for the people who come to help out
at our working parties and is also sold at the
Blewbury Garden Market. Our thanks to Alf
Morris and Ed Bacon, who volunteered last
3

spring to help as part of their Duke of Edinburgh bronze
awards and were very helpful.
Mike Edmunds Community Orchard: The orchard consists
of 47 fruit trees at the south-eastern end of Tickers Folly
Field. It was planted in December 2016, and this year the
trees have all survived and grown. The Community Orchard
Group, co-ordinated by John Ogden, has held several
watering and weeding sessions, and we are grateful for
expert help and pruning advice from Judy White.
Hedge-laying: This project, run by John Ogden and Alex
Musson, has laid most of the hedges around Tickers Folly Field. Recent work is described on page 1.
Downland project and wildlife corridor: The Downland Project, run by Peter Cockrell, has worked
over the years to restore the Chalk Pit and the ancient hollow way, Rubble Pit Lane. (Peter has also
organised use of our Berkshire Wagon for events.)
This year, Hans Meijer started a related project to connect this area with our other hollow way, Cow
Lane, and the small woods on Churn Hill. A group of volunteers planted a free pack of 100 tree
saplings from the Woodland Trust around a small triangle of land next to the Chalk Pit. This is hoped
to be the start of a wildlife ‘corridor’ to what’s left of the hedge leading up to Churn Hill. They are all
common woodland trees, hawthorn, hazel, dogwood, wild cherry and silver birch, and together they
provide the means of life for countless insects and other animals, including fruit and nuts. We hope
to fill in the gaps in old hedges from the Chalk Pit up to Churn Hill and then along to the path towards
Cow Lane.
School Gardening Club: Jo Lakeland has been running a lunchtime gardening club for children at
Blewbury Primary School, with enthusiastic support from Marion Mills, the head teacher. Based on
the Biodome in the school grounds and nearby raised beds, the children have grown fruit and
vegetables, some of which has been sold at the Blewbury Garden Market. Leaks and other problems
with the Biodome have been repaired, fresh compost has been purchased for the beds, and plans are
being made for a more formal after-school gardening club during the term before Easter. Thanks to
Emma Mellor for her help with the Biodome and gardening club.
Camera traps and nest boxes: James Morgan has bought
two bird nesting boxes with internal video cameras and
two video camera traps for use with pupils at Blewbury
Primary School, with support from Marion Mills and
assistant head Rebecca Costello. He is working with the
children to teach them about local wildlife. The nesting
boxes came a bit too late for birds to use last spring, but
we hope that in the coming spring some birds will decide
to set up nests inside. The camera traps have been running
at several places around the village and have captured both day and night videos of a wide variety of
animals, including rabbits, foxes, muntjacs and badgers.

Ongoing activities
Blewbury Garden Market: Our Saturday morning stall at Blewbury
Service Station ran from mid-May to mid-October for its eighth year.
Although sales were down a bit this year, we sold a lot of lovely fresh
produce (including things you won’t find in the shops), flowers, and
delicious home-made bread and preserves. Thanks as always to David
Kinniburgh for managing the money, and to our dedicated team of
helpers (too many to list) and our many producers. We will greatly
miss Angela Hoy, who managed the stall for most of those eight years.
Apple juicing: We had a record year at our six public sessions, and also
hired out the equipment 13 times. In addition, Susan Armstrong asked
us to demonstrate apple juicing at Windale School in Blackbird Leys.
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Most satisfying is that, after six years, the equipment has now repaid its cost, something we didn’t
originally expect to happen. We are very grateful to Collin Craig for carefully repairing and
maintaining the equipment, and to all the enthusiastic volunteers who ran the public sessions. Coordination of this year’s public sessions and private hires was begun by Angela Hoy, who had been
doing it since we started and will be hard to replace, and then by Eric Eisenhandler.
Thermal imaging: Last winter we imaged 21 houses, including some large and complex older
buildings. About a third of these were re-surveys to evaluate the effectiveness of improved
insulation, windows and doors; it was satisfying to see some marked improvements (see images on
page 1). The imaging was done by Jo Lakeland, Chris Colborne, Glen Meadows and Eric Eisenhandler.
Acknowledgements: Thanks to Cheryl Dilley, Lesley Ogden, Alex Musson and Eric Eisenhandler for
photos.
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